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INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

The Umatilla County Board of Commissioners issued an Order February 13, 1997 for a portion 

of South Edwards Road to be surveyed in anticipation of legalization (SV97-02). The Umatilla 

County Director of Public Works had determined the existing records of a portion of South 

Edwards Road do not agree with the location of the road as traveled and used for 10 years or 

more, and the portion of road between East Harding Avenue and East Highland Extension was 

assumed to have been constructed using a defective survey. 

The Public Works Department intends to legalize the portion of South Edwards Road as 

described in the Board Order. The survey has been completed and all of the necessary 

notifications have been made.  

HISTORY & CURRENT USE 

South Edwards Road was petitioned for on May 31, 1906 at a total width of 60.00 feet. Notice 

was posted of the proposed road establishment that same day. The report of Board of County 

Road Viewers, survey, and field notes were all completed in August of 1906 where the route 

was found practicable and recommended to be established and declared a public highway, with 

the exception of the first one half mile as it was determined was already a portion of 

established county road no. 477. The final order (Old Road #596) was filed September 10, 1906 

officially opening the road for public use. 

The road was in use as a dirt/gravel road from its opening in 1906 to the mid-1970’s at which 

time multiple chip-seal layers were added. Historical imagery from 1952 clearly shows South 

Edwards Road as a dirt/gravel road. The alignment of the road in the 1952 aerial matches the 

alignment as exists today, verifying its long term use and location. South Edwards Road 

currently receives around 1,300 vehicles per day and is easily within the top 20 Umatilla County 

Roads when considering average daily traffic volume. 

WHY A ROAD LEGALIZATION IS NEEDED 

The record alignment of South Edwards Road as described in the 1906 road establishment 

documents follows the north-south Section lines between Sections 8, 9, 16, 17, 20, 21, 28, 29, 

32 & 33. The center of the physical road location deviates easterly from the record section lines 

anywhere between 0 feet to 150 feet between East Harding Avenue and East Loop Road. This 

creates thousands of feet of road outside of the record right-of-way location. The legalization 

will correct this, centering the right-of-way on the physical road location as intended.  
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IMPACTS TO UTILITIES AND PROPERTY OWNERS 

Legalizing South Edwards Road in the location as shown on the road survey may have some 

impact to utilities currently within or adjoining the road right-of-way. Survey field ties to 

existing utility structures indicate that there may be some overhead power outside of the 

proposed right-of-way. Much of the overhead power in this corridor is covered by additional 

easement; however, the utility company (UEC) has been notified of the potential issue and will 

be evaluating internally. All other permitted utility companies appear to be within the proposed 

right-of-way. It is ultimately the utility companies’ responsibility to verify this. All utility 

companies have been properly notified of the proposed legalization. 

The Public Works Department finds no adverse impacts to adjoining property owners at this 

time. Legalizing South Edwards Road in the location as shown on the road survey fits current 

improvements and fence-lines well, and keeps any improvements made by adjoining owners 

outside of the right-of-way. In some areas, easements are needed for adjoining owners to 

preserve access to the public right-of-way. These easements are clearly shown on the road 

survey (recorded as 19-004-B, Umatilla County Survey Records) and have been recorded as 

required by the Public Works Department (see instrument numbers 2019-6810355 to 2019-

6810364, Umatilla County Records).  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

The Umatilla County Public Works Department recommends that South Edwards Road, County 

Road 1201 be legalized between East Harding Avenue and East Loop Road at the location and 

widths shown on the road survey, pursuant to ORS 368.201 to 368.221.  
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