
AGENDA ITEM FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING          (   )  Discussion only 
                                                                                                     ( X )   Action 

FROM (DEPT/ DIVISION):  Douglas R. Olsen 
County Counsel 

SUBJECT:   Approve HELP Grants  

Background:  The Helix Enhancement Launch 
Program committee is recommending funding of  
grants from the community benefit plan for 2024.  
The grants are before the Board for approval.    

Requested Action:    Approve grants and adopt 
Order No. BCC2025-009 

ATTACHMENTS:      Minutes; Proposed Order 

************For Internal Use Only************ 
Checkoffs:  

(          )  Dept. Head (copy)    To be notified of Meeting:    
( ) Budget (copy) Robert Pahl 
(     ) Fiscal 
(    X ) Legal (copy)                                                    Needed at Meeting: 
( ) (Other -  List:) 

******************************************************* 

Scheduled for meeting on:     January 22, 2025 

Action taken:  











THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF UMATILLA COUNTY

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of Approval        )
of Grants of 2024 Helix          )     Order No. BCC2025-009
Enhancement Launch Program       )

WHEREAS on January 1, 2002, the Helix Enhancement Launch
Program (HELP) was formed by the Board of Commissioners;

WHEREAS HELP was established to distribute private charitable
donations for community improvements projects within HELP’s Service
Area, including funds from Community Services Fees under the Oregon
Strategic Investment Program, with a current balance available for
awarding of new grants of approximately $160,000;

WHEREAS the HELP Board reviews grant requests for the funds
and makes a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners for review
and approval;

WHEREAS the Helix School District grant from 2023 funds in the
amount of $14,250 for door access control was not needed as other
funding covered the cost, so this amount is added to 2024 available
funding;

WHEREAS the HELP Board has made recommendations for recipients
of the 2024 grants for the community service fees for NextEra
Stateline 3 and Eurus Combine Hills II projects, interest on the
funds, and also from unspent funds from previous grant years.

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners approves the
following for distribution of HELP funds:

1.   Helix School District - $94,250
Infield re-sodding;
Locker room remodel                            

2.   City of Helix - $80,000   
City Hall/Library improvements;
Water system upgrades; Quonset hut roof; 
Leaf vacuum/trailer purchase                    

The projects and improvements are to be completed by December
31, 2025.  Each recipient shall execute acknowledgment for awarded
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funds.  Funds will be distributed on reimbursement basis to
recipients upon request and verification by recipient.

DATED this 22nd day of January, 2025.

UMATILLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Celinda A. Timmons, Chair

Daniel N. Dorran, Commissioner

John M. Shafer, Commissioner

ATTEST:
OFFICE OF COUNTY RECORDS

Records Officer
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